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WARDEN’S LAMENT

ONE OF MY BROTHERS RECENTLY SENT ME THIS OLD BIT OF HUMOR WHICH I WILL NOW 
SHARE WITH YOU.  MASONIC TRADITION IS FILLED STORIES THAT TEACH A LESSON AND 
THIS ONE IS NO EXCEPTION.  WE SHOULD PRAY THAT OUR YEARS IN MASONRY ARE AS 

BLESSED AS BELOW BUT ON EARTH AS WELL AS THE NEXT WORLD.

BOB AND BILL WERE BROTHER MASONS AND GREAT FRIENDS FOR MOST OF THEIR LIVES. 
EACH HAD AGREED THAT WHEN ONE OF THEM PASSED ON TO THAT GRAND LODGE ABOVE, 
HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE OTHER AND TELL HIM ALL ABOUT WHAT 
HEAVEN WAS LIKE.  AS SO HAPPENED, BILL WENT TO HEAVEN, FIRST. ONE NIGHT BOB WAS 

JUST DRIFTING OFF TO SLEEP WHEN HE HEARD BILL’S VOICE CALLING TO HIM. 

“IS THAT YOU, BILL?”

YES, BOB. I AM HONORING OUR AGREEMENT.” 

“OH, MY,.... WHAT’S IT LIKE?” BOB ASKED WITH SOME ANTICIPATION. 

“IT’S LIKE NOTHING YOU COULD EVER IMAGINE. THE LODGE HERE IS FANTASTIC,... BETTER 
THAN ANY LODGE WE EVER SAW ON EARTH.  THE MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS WELL ATTENDED, 
THE RITUAL IS LETTER PERFECT, THE FRIENDSHIP NIGHTS ALWAYS HAVE TONS OF NEW PEO-
PLE JUST ITCHING TO JOIN, AND THE SPIRIT OF FELLOWSHIP BLANKETS THE ENTIRE PLACE.” 

BOB’S EYES TEARED UP. “OH, MY, IT’S JUST LIKE WE’D HOPED.  I’M SO HAPPY FOR YOU.  BUT 
I HAVE TO ASK,... THAT SOUNDS REALLY GREAT, BUT YOU DIDN’T REALLY SEEM ALL THAT 

EXCITED.  WHAT’S WRONG?”

“WELL, I HAVE SOME GOOD NEWS AND SOME BAD. THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE’RE RAIS-
ING A FELLOW TO THE THIRD DEGREE NEXT WEDNESDAY.”

“THAT’S FANTASTIC. WHAT’S THE BAD NEWS?” 

“YOUR NAME IS ON THE LIST TO BE THE SENIOR WARDEN.”

FRATERNALLY,
MIKE MILLER

JUNIOR WARDEN
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THE HURDLES IN LEARNING RITUAL         

MEMORIZATION IS AN INTEGRAL PORTION OF OUR FRATERNITY.  THE OFFICERS MEMORIZE 
RITUAL THEY DELIVER TO CANDIDATES AND CANDIDATES RECITE FROM MEMORY THEIR 
PROFICIENCIES. COACHES RESPONSIBLE FOR TEACHING OFFICERS AND CANDIDATES IN-
STRUCT THEIR LEARNING BRETHREN IN THE USE OF CIPHERED MANUALS.  THIS IS MERELY 
PART OF THE PROCESS.  THE REMAINING PARTS OF THE PROCESS OF LEARNING MAY DIF-
FER FROM STUDENT TO STUDENT, AND THE COACH WILL ADJUST TO DIFFERENT NEEDS. 
OURS IS A LODGE COMPOSED OF MANY GREAT RITUALISTS, YET THE EFFORTS OVER MANY 
YEARS TO ACHIEVE THE STATUS OF EXCELLENCE IN RITUAL HAVE NOT BEEN EASY. THERE 

ARE MANY METHODS IN REACHING EXCEPTIONAL RITUAL.

           WHEN EXAMINING A POEM, THE READER DISSECTS THE POEM IN ORDER TO UN-
DERSTAND IDEAS PRESENTED IN THAT WORK. MEMORIZING RITUAL IS SIMILAR IN MANNER. 
BROTHERS NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE DEEPER COMPONENTS OF THE RITUAL TO COM-
PREHEND SUFFICIENTLY THE CONCEPTS PRESENTED TO THEM. THE APPORTIONING OF 
THE RITUAL WILL MAKE IT MUCH EASIER TO MEMORIZE.  THAT IS ONE REASON WHY WE 

URGE MEMBERS TO GO SEE A DEGREE AGAIN, BUT FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.

           ONCE ONE UNDERSTANDS THE MEANING OF THE RITUAL, COMMITTING TO MEM-
ORY THE RITUAL WILL BE EASIER. AS DIVERSE AS OUR LODGE IS, WE WILL FIND IN IT VARY-
ING TALENTS AND WEAKNESSES.  YET, RITUAL SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS A TALENT 
OR SOMETHING DREADED OR FEARED, BUT A HURDLE TO OVERCOME. UNDERSTANDING 
ONE’S STRENGTHS IS THE MASTER KEY TO UNLOCKING THE DOOR TO MEMORIZING RIT-
UAL.  SOME PEOPLE ARE AUDITORY LEARNERS AND LEARN RITUAL BY HEARING IT. THIS IS 
SIMILAR TO LEARNING LYRICS TO A FAVORITE SONG. OTHERS LEARN BETTER KINESTHETI-
CALLY. THESE BROTHERS HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE MOTIONS OF RITUAL TO MEMORIZE 

IT. 

           THESE EXAMPLES ARE GENERAL. THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO DECODE RITUAL AND 
FIT THE PROCESS TO ONE’S MEMORIZATION SKILL.  REMEMBER THAT A RACE WITH TEN 
OBSTACLES MAY BE INTIMIDATING AT FIRST GLANCE, BUT TECHNIQUE HELPS ONE TO SUR-

MOUNT THOSE HURDLES FASTER THAN HIS MIND DECEIVES HIS THINKING.

FRATERNALLY,
BENJAMIN VILLANUEVA, JUNIOR WARDER
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GREAT GOD AND RULER;

SPRINGTIME IS HERE, THE EARTH IS RENEWED, AND GOD IS IN HIS HEAVEN.
THERE IS AN AWAKENING IN THE AIR.

DAYLIGHT HOURS ARE EXTENDED AND PEOPLE ARE MORE ACTIVE.
WE OURSELVES REEVALUATE WHO WE ARE, WHERE WE ARE GOING, AND HOW WE WILL 

GET THERE.
THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE WILL FOREVER BE PONDERED.

--MAY THE DESTINATION WE SEEK BE ALWAYS AHEAD OF US.
--MAY THE WONDER OF LIFE ALWAYS BE FRESH AND NEW.

--AND MAY WE ACHIEVE ALL OUR WANTS AND NEEDS ON THIS ROAD WE TRAVEL.
              

AMEN,
EDWARD CALZARETTO, CHAPLAIN
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“MEMENTO MORI”

THE IMAGE OF THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES EVOKES DEEP EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
IN MANY DUE TO THE “MODERN” USES OF THIS MOST DEEPLY SPIRITUAL SYMBOL THAT 
HAS BEEN USED BY MANY SOCIETIES, RELIGIONS AND FREEMASONRY FROM TIME IMME-
MORIAL. THE USUAL CONTEMPT OF THIS SYMBOL HAS DEVELOPED AS A RESULT OF THE 
USE BY SOME OF THE MOST BRUTAL MILITARY UNITS EVER TO TAKE THE FIELD OF BATTLE 
INCLUDING MOST NOTABLY THE NAZI SCHUTZSTAFFEL OR SS, WHOSE INSIGNIA WAS THE 
SKULL AND CROSSED BONES OR “DEATH’S HEAD” OR THROUGH ITS ASSOCIATION WITH 
PIRATES, BIKER GANGS AND AS A SYMBOL OF WARNING ON TOXIC AND POISONOUS SUB-
STANCES OR PLACES. ULTIMATELY THE DISTRESS OR CONTEMPT HAS ARISEN AS A RESULT 
OF THE VERY BASIC OVERT MEANING INCULCATED IN THIS SYMBOL, SPECIFICALLY DEATH 
AND THE ASSOCIATED LIFE LEADING TO DEATH. DEATH A MATTER WHICH MANY SEEK 
TO AVOID CONTEMPLATING, UNDERSTANDING OR DISCUSSING IS THE VERY SIMPLEST 
PURPOSE FOR ITS USE IN FREEMASONRY AND IN CHRISTIANITY SPECIFICALLY. “MEMENTO 
MORI” –REMEMBER THAT YOU WILL DIE! ALTHOUGH THIS SYMBOL HAS BEEN USED IN CUL-
TURES AND RELIGIONS THE WORLD OVER AND IS THE CENTRAL PART OF MANY FESTIVALS 
AND RELIGIOUS DAYS, I WILL STRICTLY LIMIT THIS THESIS TO FREEMASONRY AND ITS ORI-
GINS AND MEANINGS THEREIN.

WE AS MASONS ARE TAUGHT THAT, “WE ARE TRAVELING UPON THE LEVEL OF TIME TO THAT 
UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY FROM WHOSE BOURNE NO TRAVELER RETURNS,” SPECIFICALLY 
DEATH. WE ARE ALSO TAUGHT THAT, ““AND WHEN OUR TREMBLING SOUL SHALL STAND, 
NAKED AND ALONE, BEFORE THE GREAT WHITE THRONE, THERE TO RECEIVE JUDGMENT 
FOR THE DEEDS DONE WHILE HERE IN THE BODY, MAY IT BE OUR PORTION TO HEAR FROM 
HIM WHO SITTETH AS THE JUDGE SUPREME, THE WELCOME WORDS: “WELL DONE GOOD 
AND FAITHFUL SERVANT! ENTER THOU INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD!”” WE ARE TAUGHT 
THESE TO REMIND US THAT DEATH IS THE GREAT EQUALIZER FROM WHICH NONE WILL 
ESCAPE. FURTHER, THAT UPON OUR DEATH WE WILL BE JUDGED FOR OUR DEEDS OR LACK 
THEREOF DONE HERE IN THIS WORLD AND THAT JUDGMENT WILL DETERMINE THE GLORY 
OR SUFFERING OF OUR AFTERLIFE, THE SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION THEREOF WE AS MA-
SONS EARNESTLY SEEK. THE SYMBOL OF THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES IN THIS CON-
TEXT IS NOT ONLY A WARNING BUT A SYMBOL THAT OUGHT TO LEAD EVERY MASON TO 
LIVE A LIFE ZEALOUSLY CIRCUMSCRIBING HIS DESIRES, KEEPING HIS PASSIONS WITHIN DUE 
BOUNDS AND ACTING UPON THE SQUARE WITH ALL MEN MORE ESPECIALLY HIS BRETH-
REN IN MASONRY. THEREFORE, WHEN WE COMBINE THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES 
WITH THE SQUARE AND COMPASSES, THIS MESSAGE BECOMES CRYSTAL CLEAR TO EVERY 
MASON. I AM AT THIS POINT REMINDED OF ILLUSTRIOUS BROTHER ALBERT PIKE’S QUOTE 
FROM “MORALS AND DOGMA”, “THE BLUE DEGREES ARE BUT THE OUTER COURT OR POR-
TICO OF THE TEMPLE. 



T R E S T L E B O A R D
CULVER CITY - FOSHAY LODGE NO.467

F.&A.M. OF CALIFORNIA

CULVER CITY-FOSHAY LODGE NO.467 - #CCMASONS - PAGE 6

PART OF THE SYMBOLS ARE DISPLAYED THERE TO THE INITIATE, BUT HE IS INTENTIONALLY 
MISLED BY FALSE INTERPRETATIONS. IT IS NOT INTENDED THAT HE SHALL UNDERSTAND 
THEM; BUT IT IS INTENDED THAT HE SHALL IMAGINE HE UNDERSTANDS THEM. THEIR TRUE 
EXPLICATION IS RESERVED FOR THE ADEPTS, THE PRINCES OF MASONRY.” (MORALS AND 
DOGMA, P.819) IS THERE MORE TO THIS SYMBOL THAN APPEARS ON THE SURFACE?

IN CHRISTIANITY, DATING BACK TO ROUGHLY 200 AD, THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE CRU-
CIFIXION OF CHRIST CONTAINED THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES AT THE BASE OF THE 
CROSS UPON WHICH CHRIST HUNG. WHY? ACCORDING TO THE CATHOLIC BULLETIN, “PI-
OUS LEGEND HELD THAT ADAM WAS BURIED AT MOUNT CALVARY AND SO THE SKULL-
AND- CROSSBONES SYMBOLIZES ADAM. THE SKULL-AND-CROSSBONES ALSO SYMBOLIZE 
DEATH AND SO PUTTING ONE AT THE  BASE OF A CRUCIFIX SYMBOLIZES CHRIST’S TRIUMPH 
OVER DEATH THROUGH DEATH.” (1 COR. 15:53-57) OTHER CHRISTIAN AND JUDAIC LEG-
END HOLDS THAT ADAM WAS CREATED AND THAT HIS SKULL WAS BURIED BY NOAH’S SON 
ON MOUNT CALVARY WHICH AFTER THE INTERMENT OF ADAM’S SKULL, BECOME KNOWN 
BY THE ANCIENT JEWS AS GOLGOTHA OR GOLGATHA (THE PLACE OF THE SKULL) LONG 
BEFORE THE TIME OF CHRIST. THIS TRADITION OF ADAM’S SKULL BECAME KNOWN AS 
THE PLACE OF THE SKULL. (FIRST RECORDED BY ALEXANDRIAN THEOLOGIAN ORIGEN (C 
AD 185 -245)) THE SYMBOLISM OF THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES IN THIS CONTEXT IS 
CHRIST OVERCOMING THE SIN OF ADAM, REDEEMING US ALL. THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, THE 
BLOOD OF SALVATION, THE BLOOD THAT GIVES LIFE RAN DOWN THE CROSS ONTO THE 
BURIED SKULL OF ADAM. ACCORDING TO CORINTHIANS 15:45, “THE FIRST MAN, ADAM, 
BECAME A LIVING BEING, THE LAST ADAM A LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT.” EVENTUALLY, THE SYM-
BOLISM OF THE SKULL AND CROSSBONES UNDER THE FEET OF THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST 
BECAME KNOWN AS “VICTORY OVER DEATH,” OR “SALVATION OVER SIN.” THIS LEGEND 
SHEDS SOME LIGHT ON THE USE OF THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES PARTICULARLY IN 
CHRISTIANITY BUT ITS USE WAS LARGELY CONFINED TO CRUCIFIXES AND ARTISTIC INTER-
PRETATIONS OF CHRIST PARTICULARLY CHRIST’S CRUCIFIXION UNTIL THE POOR KNIGHTS 
OF CHRIST OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM OR THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR WHO USED THE 
SKULL AND CROSSED BONES EXTENSIVELY IN THEIR FLAGS, ON THE SAILS OF THEIR SHIPS, 
AS INSIGNIA ON THEIR BATTLE GEAR AND IN THE ARCHITECTURE AND ENGRAVINGS OF 
THEIR CHURCHES AND CASTLES.

WHY DID THE TEMPLARS BEGIN USING THIS SYMBOL IN SUCH A PUBLIC AND WIDESPREAD 
MANNER? MANY ARGUE THAT IT IS THE STRICTLY MONASTIC INTERPRETATION OF THE 
TEMPLARS TO THE CHRISTIAN MEANING AND SYMBOLISM WHICH THROUGH ITS USE AL-
LOWED THE TEMPLARS TO BE SUCH FIERCE WARRIORS AS THEY HAD WELL CONTEMPLAT-
ED AND ACCEPTED DEATH AS A SALVATION RESULTING FROM THEIR PIOUS LIVES. SOME 
WOULD ARGUE THAT IT ORIGINATED AS A MEANS OF STRIKING FEAR INTO THE HEARTS 
OF THEIR ENEMIES, PARTICULARLY THE MUSLIMS DURING THE TEMPLARS EXTENSIVE CRU-
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SADES IN AND AROUND JERUSALEM. BOTH OF THESE ON THE SURFACE ARE UNDENIABLE 
AND WELL DOCUMENTED. BUT AS IS THE CASE IN FREEMASONRY, THE MASSES OF THE 
TEMPLAR KNIGHTS WERE NOT TRUE INITIATES OR LEARNED IN THE SECRETS OF THE TEM-
PLARS MOST OF WHICH REMAIN SECRETS TODAY.

IN “THE HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL”, BAIGENT, LEIGH AND LINCOLN TELL THE TALE RE-
LAYED BY ANTONIO SICCI OF VERCELLI, AN IMPERIAL AND APOSTOLIC NOTARY, TO THE 
PAPAL COMMISSION IN 1310 AND 1311. SICCI HAD ALLEGEDLY SERVED THE TEMPLARS 40 
YEARS BEFORE IN SYRIA AND HAD ALSO BEEN EMPLOYED BY THE PAPACY IN THE CASE OF 
THE TEMPLAR INQUISITION IN PARIS:

A GREAT LADY OF MARACLEA WAS LOVED BY A TEMPLAR, A LORD OF SIDON; BUT SHE 
DIED IN HER YOUTH, AND ON THE NIGHT OF HER BURIAL, THIS WICKED LOVER CREPT TO 
THE GRAVE, DUG UP HER BODY AND VIOLATED IT. THEN A VOICE FROM THE VOID BADE 
HIM RETURN IN NINE MONTHS TIME FOR HE WOULD FIND A SON. HE OBEYED THE IN-
JUNCTION AND AT THE APPOINTED TIME HE OPENED THE GRAVE AGAIN AND FOUND A 
HEAD ON THE LEG BONES OF THE SKELETON (SKULL AND CROSSBONES). THE SAME VOICE 
BADE HIM GUARD IT WELL, FOR IT WOULD BE THE GIVER OF ALL GOOD THINGS, AND SO 
HE CARRIED IT AWAY WITH HIM. IT BECAME HIS PROTECTING GENIUS, AND HE WAS ABLE 
TO DEFEAT HIS ENEMIES BY MERELY SHOWING THEM THE MAGIC HEAD. IN DUE COURSE, 
IT PASSED TO THE POSSESSION OF THE ORDER.

SIDON WAS A WEALTHY AND BOOMING METROPOLIS IN THE 10TH CENTURY WITH ITS 
OWN MINTAGE OF COIN BEARING THE HEAD OF ATHENA. SIDON HAS BEEN ESTIMAT-
ED TO HAVE EXISTED AS FAR BACK AS NEOLITHIC TIMES. IN 1111 AD, THE SOON TO BE-
COME KING BALDWIN OF JERUSALEM SACKED THE CITY AND IT LATER BECAME ONE OF 
THE FOUR BARONIES OF JERUSALEM. SIDON WAS VERY POWERFUL WITH A FLEET THAT 
RIVALED THAT OF THE TEMPLARS OWN. SIDON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS A LAWLESS NEST 
OF PIRATES WHICH IS INTERESTING IN AND OF ITSELF GIVEN THE ANECDOTAL CONNEC-
TION BETWEEN THE TEMPLARS AND PIRACY FOLLOWING THE FALL OF THE ORDER. THERE 
HAVE BEEN REPEATED MENTIONS OF A TEMPLAR KNIGHT NAMED TIBALD GAUDIN IN MY 
RESEARCH. IT HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY ALLEGED THAT GAUDIN ARRIVED IN THE PORT OF 
SIDON AND WAS ELECTED THE NEXT GRAND MASTER OR LORD OF SIDON. GAUDIN HAS 
ALSO BEEN CREDITED WITH SECRETING THE TEMPLAR TREASURES AWAY IN ADVANCE OF 
THE SIEGE OF THE TEMPLARS BY KING PHILIP THE FAIR. AS THE PRECEPTORY IN SIDON AL-
LEGEDLY HAD A VAST STORE OF WEALTH, THE ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE SUPPORTS THE FACT 
THAT PERHAPS GAUDIN HAD THE FAMED HOLY GRAIL, SOMETHING NOT OF A MATERIAL 
NATURE AS POINTED OUT BY PHILLIP GARDINER IN “THE SERPANT GRAIL.”
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THE TALE TELLS OF THE “LADY OF MARACLEA.” MARACLEA WAS A SIGHT WHICH THE TEM-
PLARS HAD HELD IN THE 13TH CENTURY. WHEN ONE LOOKS INTO THIS NAME, WHICH WAS 
HISTORICALLY AND STRATEGICALLY INSIGNIFICANT AND BREAKS THE WORD INTO 2 SEPA-
RATE WORDS RESULTING IN MARA CLEA WE BEGIN TO SEE SEVERAL THINGS DEVELOPING.

FIRST, MARA MEANS MANY DIFFERENT THINGS IN MANY DIFFERENT AREAS. IN HEBREW IT 
MEANS BITTER AND WAS AN ALTERNATIVE FOR MARY. PERHAPS MARY MAGDALENE WHO 
HAS FREQUENTLY BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE TEMPLARS. IN BUDDHISM MARA EQUATES 
TO DEATH OR EVIL AS IT WAS MARA WHO TEMPTED BUDDHA ON THE EVE BEFORE HIS EN-
LIGHTENMENT JUST AS EVE TEMPTED ADAM. FURTHER, IN BUDDHISM, MARA IS CLOSELY 
RELATED TO RAMA EQUATING TO GREAT MOTHER. CLEA MEANS SIMPLY TO CLEAN OR 
TO BE CLEAR, TO BE PURE OR TO BE BRIGHT. ACCORDING TO THEOLOGIANS, THIS LADY 
OF MARACLEA WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE COME FROM ARMENIA. AT THAT TIME, THERE 
WAS A SECT KNOWN AS PAULICIAN CHRISTIANITY WHICH SPAWNED THE CATHARS OR 
“PERFECT ONES” OR “SHINING ONES.” THE LEGENDS AND PARTICULARLY THE CHARGES 
LEVIED AGAINST THE TEMPLARS INCLUDED WORSHIP OF A SKULL/HEAD/DEMON CALLED 
BAPHOMET. PERHAPS THIS SKULL OF SIDON HAS FAR DEEPER MEANING, SPECIFICALLY 
THAT OF THE UNION OF MAN WITH THE CATHAR ILLUMINATION RESULTING IN GENIUS? 
PERHAPS THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES IS IN ITSELF A SYMBOL FOR SOMETHING MUCH 
DEEPER AND OF WHICH IT IS MERELY A MANNER TO VEIL THAT DEEPER MEANING? SO 
WHAT SIMILAR SYMBOLISM EXISTED PRIOR TO THE TEMPLARS AND EVEN CHRISTIANITY?

SOME EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS, AS EVIDENCED IN THE TOMB AND SARCOPHAGUS OF KING 
TUTANKHAMEN WERE INTERRED WITH THEIR ARMS CROSSED JUST BELOW THE HEAD WITH 
A SCEPTER IN ONE HAND AND THE FLAIL IN THE OTHER. THE SCEPTER OR CROOK, THE UNI-
VERSAL SYMBOL OF POWER IN ANCIENT EGYPT, WAS ALSO A SHEPHERD’S TOOL TO PULL 
STRAY ANIMALS BACK INTO THE HERD WITHOUT INJURY. THE FLAIL WAS AN IMPLEMENT 
USED TO BEAT ANIMALS OR HUMAN SUBJECTS. WHEN ONE CONTEMPLATES THE TWO OP-
POSING REPRESENTATIONS OF THESE TWO IMPLEMENTS, ONE DISCOVERS THE DUALITY 
SPOKEN OF IN THE GNOSTIC CIRCLES, AND SPECIFICALLY THAT OF THE MALE PUSH (POS-
ITIVE) AND THE FEMALE PULL (NEGATIVE). UNDER THE GNOSTIC PHILOSOPHIES, ANY PER-
SON WHO WAS ABLE TO MASTER THESE SYMBOLS WOULD ACHIEVE MASTERY OVER SELF 
AND THEREBY BE ENLIGHTENED OR BECOME ONE OF THE “SHINING ONES.” MANY PHA-
RAOHS, HOWEVER, WERE INTERRED WITH THEIR ARMS AND THE SCEPTER AND FLAIL OUT-
WARD AND AWAY FROM EACH OTHER. THIS PERHAPS IDENTIFIED THE PHARAOHS WHO 
HAD BECOME TRUE ADEPTS IN THE MASTERY OF THEMSELVES? ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN 
BELIEFS, WHEN DEAD, PHARAOH BECOMES OSIRIS, “... HE WHO SITTETH AS JUDGE SU-
PREME UPON THE GREAT WHITE THRONE.” ADDITIONALLY, OSIRIS IS THE BROTHER OF ISIS 
AND THE POSTHUMOUSLY BEGOTTEN FATHER OF HORUS. THE MYTHOLOGY OF OSIRIS’ 
DEATH AND SUBSEQUENT RESURRECTION BY ISIS’ WILL AND MYSTICISM THAT RESULTED 
IN HORUS, WHICH I WILL NOT DELVE INTO THE DETAILS OF, IS AT ITS CORE THE SAME STO-
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RY OF DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AND MANY OTHER CULTURAL DEITIES 2500 
YEARS BEFORE CHRIST. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY OTHER OVERLAPS AND SIMILARITIES 
BETWEEN THE RESURRECTION OF OSIRIS AND CHRIST AS WELL AS THE OTHER DEITIES, I 
WILL STAY ON THE COURSE OF OSIRIS AND SPECIFICALLY THE RESURRECTED OSIRIS IN THE 
LIVING FORM OF HIS SON HORUS. THE SYMBOL OF HORUS IS THE OVERLAPPING CHI RO:
   

THIS SYMBOL NOT ONLY REPRESENTED THE HORUS BUT HAS BEEN DISCOVERED INSCRIBED 
ON ROCKS DATING FROM 2500 BC IN SAMARIA AND HAS BEEN INTERPRETED AS THE COM-
BINATION OF 2 SUN SYMBOLS- THE SYMBOLS OF THE “ANCIENT SHINING ONES.” IT IS 
ALSO THE SYMBOL OF THE CHALDEAN SUN GOD HAVING THE DEFINITION OF “EVERLAST-
ING FATHER SON.” (AS IDENTIFIED IN THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA OF TRADITIONAL 
SYMBOLS) NOTE THE UNIQUE PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION OF THE CHI RO IN THE SKULL 
AND CROSSED BONES.
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THE SYMBOL, AND I AM GOING TO SKIP GREAT AMOUNTS OF DETAIL IN THE INTEREST 
OF BOTH PRESENTATION TIME AND IN AFFORDING THE RECIPIENT THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONDUCT HIS OWN LEVEL OF RESEARCH TO MEET HIS DESIRES, WAS USED IN THE AN-
CIENT EGYPTIAN AND SUMERIAN PERIOD AS A SYMBOL OF SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT, 
THAT OF THE “SHINING ONES,” AS WELL AS PHYSICAL RESURRECTION. GIVEN THIS; IS NOT 
SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT A FORM OF SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION-SPIRITUAL LIFE FROM 
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS (DEATH)-IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HORUS/OSIRIS/ISIS MYTHOL-
OGY THAT IN MANY WAYS MIRRORS THE CHRISTIAN TRINITY AS WELL AS MANY OTHER 
WORLD RELIGIONS PARTICULARLY OF THE PRE CHRIST ERA? FURTHER, DO WE NOT AS 
MASTER MASONS PASS THROUGH A SYMBOLIC RESURRECTION IN BEING RAISED TO THE 
SUBLIME DEGREE OF A MASTER MASON? DOES THIS RITUAL ADDRESS A PHYSICAL DEATH 
AND RESURRECTION OR IS IT NOT SPECIFICALLY CENTERED ON THE “LOST WORD” WHICH 
IS SYMBOLIC OF THE “LOST KNOWLEDGE” THAT DIED WITH OUR MASTER HIRAM ABIF IN 
A SYMBOLIC AND ALLEGORICAL WAY? DO NOT THE LATER DEGREES CENTER UPON THE 
LOST KNOWLEDGE IN THE FORM OF THE NAME OF GOD, THE MANIFESTATION IN THE 
FORM OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT AND MANY OTHER INSTANCES TOO NUMEROUS 
TO LIST? IS NOT THE CENTRAL THEME RECURRING THROUGHOUT THE DEGREES OF FREE-
MASONRY THAT OF INNER SEARCHING “VISITA INTERIORA TERRAE RECTIFICANDO INVEN-
NIES OCCULTUM LAPIDEM,” SEEKING ENLIGHTENMENT AND KNOWLEDGE? AS SPECIF-
ICALLY STATED IN THE 25TH DEGREE OF THE SCOTTISH RITE, KNIGHT OF THE BRAZEN 
SERPANT, “FINALLY HEAR AND HEED THIS ADMONITION, “BE NOT CONTENT WITH WHAT 
YOU HAVE ALREADY LEARNED, AND THINKING THAT YOU MAY NOT IMPROVE YOUR STORE 
OF WISDOM. DO NOT FALL INTO A STATE OF INDIFFERENCE AND INACTIVITY, SAYING, ‘I 
HAVE NO FURTHER NEED TO STUDY OR TO FATIGUE MYSELF WITH ACQUIRING MORE’, FOR 
THIS WOULD ONLY PREPARE THE WAY FOR LOSING WHAT YOU ALREADY POSSESS. THE 
BRIGHTEST AND SHARPEST SWORD, LEFT TO REMAIN LONG IN THE SCABBARD, RUSTS AND 
LOSES ITS EDGE, AND THE INTELLECT LEFT TO LIE FALLOW BECOMES ARID AND BARREN.” 
CHRIST, OF WHICH THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES HAS BEEN A CHRISTIAN SYMBOL FOR 
CENTURIES ADDRESSED ENLIGHTENMENT, THE GOD WITHIN EACH OF US AND INNER SPIR-
ITUAL RESURRECTION AND INTROSPECTION IN THE FOLLOWING COPTIC VERSES OF THE 
GOSPEL OF ST. THOMAS AS TRANSLATED FROM THE NAG HAMMADI TEXTS AND PROVIDED 
BY THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY FROM THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS COLLECTION:

(77B) ...SPLIT A PIECE OF WOOD, AND I AM THERE. LIFT UP THE STONE, AND YOU WILL FIND 
ME THERE.”

“THE PHARISEES AND THE SCRIBES HAVE TAKEN THE KEYS OF KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) AND 
HIDDEN THEM. THEY THEMSELVES HAVE NOT ENTERED, NOR HAVE THEY ALLOWED TO EN-
TER THOSE WHO WISH TO. YOU, HOWEVER, BE AS WISE AS SERPENTS AND AS INNOCENT 
AS DOVES.”
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“IF THE FLESH CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF SPIRIT, IT IS A WONDER. BUT IF SPIRIT CAME 
INTO BEING BECAUSE OF THE BODY, IT IS A WONDER OF WONDERS. INDEED, I AM AMAZED 
AT HOW THIS GREAT WEALTH HAS MADE ITS HOME IN THIS POVERTY.”

HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “SHOW US THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE, SINCE IT IS NECESSARY 
FOR US TO SEEK IT.”

HE SAID TO THEM, “WHOEVER HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR. THERE IS LIGHT WITHIN A MAN OF 
LIGHT, AND HE LIGHTS UP THE WHOLE WORLD. IF HE DOES NOT SHINE, HE IS DARKNESS.”

RATHER, THE KINGDOM IS INSIDE OF YOU, AND IT IS OUTSIDE OF YOU. WHEN YOU COME TO 
KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU WILL BECOME KNOWN, AND YOU WILL REALIZE THAT IT IS 
YOU WHO ARE THE SONS OF THE LIVING FATHER. BUT IF YOU WILL NOT KNOW YOURSELVES, 
YOU DWELL IN POVERTY AND IT IS YOU WHO ARE THAT POVERTY.”

THESE ARE THE SECRET SAYINGS WHICH THE LIVING JESUS SPOKE AND WHICH DIDYMOS 
JUDAS THOMAS WROTE DOWN. AND HE SAID, “WHOEVER FINDS THE INTERPRETATION OF 
THESE SAYINGS WILL NOT EXPERIENCE DEATH.”

THEREFORE, IT IS MY OPINION THAT THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES, ALTHOUGH AN AC-
CURATE AND PROPER SYMBOL OF OUR OWN MORTALITY THAT EACH MASON SHOULD EAR-
NESTLY CONTEMPLATE AND MAKE PEACE WITH BY LEADING AN UPRIGHT AND VIRTUOUS LIFE 
ACTING UPON THE SQUARE, THAT THE DEEPER MEANING IS THAT OF TRUE INTROSPECTION 
AND SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT LEADING ONE TO BECOME ONE OF THE “SHINING ONES.” 
ALTHOUGH THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OR ENLIGHTENMENT OBTAINED BY THE MYSTICS, TEM-
PLARS, PHARAOHS GNOSTICS OR OTHER GROUPS OF THE PAST IS REAL OR PERCEIVED OR 
EVEN QUANTIFIABLE IF REAL, THE REALITY IS THAT EACH OF US THROUGH THE CONSTANT 
SEARCH FOR THAT ENLIGHTENMENT UNDERGOES A SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION AND GREAT-
ER BRIGHTNESS TO THE WORLD THROUGH EACH MILESTONE OF PERSONAL MASTERY BE IT 
PHYSICAL, MENTAL, INTELLECTUAL OR SPIRITUAL WITH EACH PROGRESSIVE ADVANCEMENT 
WE BECOME BRIGHTER TO THE WORLD AROUND US THROUGH OUR ACTIONS, WORDS AND 
ATTITUDES, THUS EVER INCREASINGLY BECOMING A “SHINING ONE.” IT IS FURTHER MY BELIEF 
THAT THE ANCIENT SYMBOL THE RHO CHI, SYMBOL OF THE “SHINING ONES” FROM NEARLY 
THE YEAR OF ILLUMINATION, PHYSICALLY MANIFESTED IN THE SKULL AND CROSSED BONES 
IS THE TRUE AND DEEPEST SPIRITUAL MEANING OF SYMBOLISM OF THE SKULL AND CROSSED 
BONES THROUGHOUT THE VARIOUS RITES AND DEGREES OF FREEMASONRY AND THAT THE 
PERSONAL SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT AND MASTERY IS AT THE KEY OF FREEMASONRY.

BY: SIR KNIGHT RICKY HASKELL, PM; PIKES PEAK COMMANDERY NO. 6, COLORADO SPRINGS 
COLORADO 
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MORALS AND DOGMA; ALBERT PIKE, P819
THE HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL; MICHAEL BAIGENT, RICHARD LEIGH, AND HENRY LINCOLN
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THE ELIXIR OF LIFE; PHILLIP GARDINER & GARY OSBORN
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CALENDAR

APRIL EVENTS FOR CULVER CITY-FOSHAY LODGE NO.467 
EACH OF THESE EVENTS WILL HAVE IT’S OWN EMAIL AND SOCIAL MEDIA POST.

DINNER & STATED MEETING 4/6/2016

TEMPLE BOARD 4/7/2016

JOSHUA GIRON 3RD DEGREE 4/7/2016

TABLE LODGE 4/20/2016

OSI AT OASIS 4/27/2016

SUBSCRIBING TO THE CALENDAR WILL ALLOW YOU TO RECEIVE UPDATES ELECTRONICALLY AND
AUTOMATICALLY.

THAT WAY YOU’LL NEVER MISS OUT ON INFORMATION REGARDING CHANGES TO EVENTS.

USE THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS TO ACCESS YOUR CALENDAR FROM OTHER APPLICATIONS.
YOU CAN COPY AND PASTE THIS INTO ANY CALENDAR PRODUCT THAT SUPPORTS THE ICAL FORMAT.

SUBSCRIBE ICS LINK

FOR MAC USERS: GO TO ICAL -> CALENDAR -> SUBSCRIBE, THEN INSERT THE URL ABOVE.
MAKE SURE TO ALSO SET THE CALENDAR TO AUTO-REFRESH EVERY 5 MINUTES.

THIS ENSURES CHANGES ARE REFLECTED ON YOUR CALENDAR AUTOMATICALLY.
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